
U N C L A S S I F I E D / / F O R  O F F I C I A L  U S E  O N L Y  

IA-0226-14 

 22 August 2014 

(U//FOUO)  Online Reaction but No Known Credible Homeland Threats from 
ISIL and Its Supporters Following US Air Strikes 

(U)  Scope 

(U//FOUO)  This Joint Intelligence Bulletin (JIB) is intended to provide perspective on potential 
threats to the Homeland stemming from recent US air strikes on Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL) targets in Iraq and ISIL’s beheading of an American journalist.  This JIB will also 
address ISIL members’ and supporters’ threats of violence over social media in response to 
these events.  This JIB is provided to support the activities of the FBI and DHS and to assist 
federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial government counterterrorism and law enforcement 
officials, as well as first responders and private sector security partners to deter, prevent, 
preempt, or respond to terrorist attacks in the United States. 
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(U)  Warning: This document is UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (U//FOUO).  It contains information that may be exempt from public release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).  It is to be 
controlled, stored, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with DHS policy relating to FOUO information and is not to be released to the public, the media, or other personnel who do not have a valid 
need to know without prior approval of an authorized DHS official.  State and local homeland security officials may share this document with authorized critical infrastructure and key resource personnel and private sector 
security officials without further approval from DHS.   
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(U//FOUO)  No Credible Homeland Threats Linked to ISIL but Homegrown 
Violent Extremists’ Plotting Remains Unpredictable   
 
(U//FOUO)  Following the start of US military air strikes on 8 August against the ISIL in Iraq, 
ISIL supporters launched a Twitter campaign threatening retaliatory violence against the 
Homeland and US interests overseas.  On 19 August, ISIL released an English-language video 
showing the beheading of an American journalist in purported retaliation for the air campaign.  
 
(U//FOUO)  The FBI and DHS are unaware of any specific, credible threats against the 
Homeland from homegrown violent extremists (HVEs0F

*), ISIL, or other violent extremist  
groups overseas in response to US military action in Iraq and pro-ISIL messaging.  Nevertheless, 
we continue to assess that violent extremists who support ISIL have demonstrated the  
capability to attempt attacks on US targets overseas with little-to-no warning.  We further 
assess that—because of the individualized nature of the radicalization process—it is difficult to 
predict triggers that will contribute to HVEs attempting acts of violence.  Moreover, HVEs who 
act independently—lone offenders1F

†—present law enforcement with limited opportunities to 
detect and disrupt plots, which frequently involve simple plotting against targets of opportunity.   
 

» (U//FOUO)  HVEs often attribute their mobilization to violence as resulting from 
longstanding grievances such as perceived anti-Muslim discrimination, US foreign policy, 
and US military actions, rather than a single event.  
 

» (U//FOUO)  FBI and DHS assess that civilian deaths reportedly associated with these US 
military air strikes will almost certainly be used as further examples of a perceived 
Western war against Islam in English-language violent extremist messaging that could 
contribute to HVE radicalization to violence. 

 
(U)  ISIL Supporters Increasingly Using Social Media to Encourage Violent 
Acts against US Interests 
 
(U//FOUO)  ISIL’s English-language messaging has primarily been focused on calls for Muslims to 
travel to and support ISIL’s self-proclaimed caliphate.  Individuals in support of ISIL are calling for 
attacks in the Homeland and against US interests abroad, though we do not assess these to be 
credible threats at this time.  ISIL and its online supporters have employed—and will almost 
certainly continue—Twitter “hashtag” campaigns that have gained mainstream media attention 
and been able to quickly reach a global audience of potential violent extremists, highlighting 
ISIL’s supporter message and encouraging individuals to commit acts of violence, in Iraq or in the 
West.   
 
 

* (U//FOUO)  The FBI and DHS define an HVE as a person of any citizenship who has lived and/or operated  
primarily in the United States or its territories who advocates, is engaged in, or is preparing to engage in 
ideologically-motivated terrorist activities (including providing support to terrorism) in furtherance of political or 
social objectives promoted by a foreign terrorist organization, but is acting independently of direction by a foreign 
terrorist organization.  HVEs are distinct from traditional domestic terrorists who engage in unlawful acts of violence 
or to intimidate civilian populations or attempt to influence domestic policy without direction from or influence from 
a foreign actor. 
† (U//FOUO)  The FBI and DHS define a lone offender as an individual motivated by one or more violent extremist 
ideologies who, operating alone, supports or engages in acts of violence in furtherance of that ideology or ideologies 
that may involve influence from a larger terrorist organization or a foreign actor.   
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» (U//FOUO)  Thousands of tweets, both in support of and against ISIL, have appeared   
on Twitter in both English and Arabic in response to the US bombing campaign.   

 
» (U//FOUO)  Several of the Tweets in response to the air strikes featured original  

and creative use of graphics—including a photo of the ISIL flag in front of the White 
House—and graphically rendered images depicting desecration of US monuments and 
landmarks.  
 

» (U//FOUO)  Many ISIL supporters also have used Twitter to express their strong 
support for the recent video showing the execution of a US journalist, with some 
supporters calling for the killing of additional ISIL-held Western hostages in retaliation 
for the airstrikes.   

 
(U)  Outlook  
 
(U//FOUO)  ISIL members and supporters will almost certainly continue to use social media 
platforms to disseminate their English-language violent extremist messages.  Although we remind 
first responders that content not explicitly calling for violence may be constitutionally protected, 
we encourage awareness of media advocating violent extremist acts in particular locations or 
naming particular targets, to increase our ability to identify and disrupt potential Homeland 
threats.  We urge state and local authorities to promptly report suspicious activities related to 
homeland plotting and individuals interested in traveling to overseas conflict zones, such as Syria 
or Iraq, to fight with foreign terrorist organizations.   
 

 
 

(U)  Administrative Note: Law Enforcement Response 

(U//FOUO)  Information contained in this intelligence bulletin is for official use only.  No portion of this bulletin 
should be released to the media, the general public, or over nonsecure Internet servers.  Release of this material 
could adversely affect or jeopardize investigative activities. 
 
(U)  For comments or questions related to the content or dissemination of this document, please contact the FBI 
Counterterrorism Analysis Section by email at FBI_CTAS@ic.fbi.gov or the I&A Production Branch by e-mail at 
IA.PM@hq.dhs.gov. 

 
 
 
(U)  Tracked by: HSEC-8.1, HSEC-8.2, HSEC-8.3, HSEC-8.5, HSEC-8.8.3 

(U)  Report Suspicious Activity 

(U)  To report suspicious activity, law enforcement, Fire-EMS, private security personnel, and 
emergency managers should follow established protocols; all other personnel should call 911 or 
contact local law enforcement.  Suspicious activity reports (SARs) will be forwarded to the appropriate 
fusion center and FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force for further action.  For more information on the Nationwide 
SAR Initiative, visit http://nsi.ncirc.gov/resources.aspx. 
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